
Working people deserve more! 

More pay! More free time! More control! 

 
You deserve more. Almost everyone who works for a living earns much, much less than they could. You earn 

much less than you could. How will you change that? 

 
For more than 40 years, wages have flatlined, while productivity has grown unabated. Yet from the end of the 

second World War to the 1970s, wages increased at the same rate as productivity. The more productive labor 

became, the more you earned for your labor. Not anymore. 

 
 

 

Labor is more productive now than ever, but workers today earn no more than their parents or grandparents 

did. For the overwhelming majority, income growth is far below average. For a tiny minority, it is far above 

average. To the extent that incomes grew, it was mostly because people worked more hours, not because their 

wages increased. 

 
Labor has become more productive because the production process grows increasingly capital-intensive. 

Labor is increasingly supplemented by technology. Workers become less and less important to the extent that 

they are mere laborers, mere cogs in the machine. That means the work of developing new technology and 

applying advanced technology creatively becomes more important, while repetitive, mechanical, mindless 

drudgery becomes less important. 

 

 

* See the Economic Policy Institute’s 2014 paper, “Raising America’s Pay”: https://www.epi.org/publication/raising-americas-pay/ 

https://www.epi.org/publication/raising-americas-pay/


Workers across the board earn less pay and work longer hours than technological development could 

allow. Why should this be the case? Why shouldn’t workers benefit from growing productivity? 

 
President Trump has made low wages a live political issue, but will either political party do anything about it? 

Before the 1970s, wages grew at the same rate under Democratic and Republican administrations. After the 

1970s, wages were stagnant under Democratic and Republican administrations. 

 
The minimum wage has consistently fallen against inflation, dragging down wages more generally. Legal 

restrictions have made it more difficult to organize and sustain labor unions, undermining the ability of workers 

to negotiate the terms of their employment. International trade agreements have been used to weaken the 

bargaining position of workers in all countries by pitting them against each other. Financial deregulation has 

meant greater rewards for finance professionals while the rest of us have shouldered greater risk without any 

economic benefit, and to our clear detriment. Workers are misclassified as independent contractors, victims of 

wage theft with little protection or recourse, and are arbitrarily disqualified from receiving overtime pay. 

 
People at the very top have benefited substantially from rising productivity, while the overwhelming majority are 

doing no better, or worse, than ever. The share of wealth earned as profits to capital has grown at the expense 

of wages, and among wage earners, the share taken by the very highest earners has grown at the expense of 

the overwhelming majority. 

 
Why should this be the case? How much could you be earning today, had wages simply continued to 

grow along with productivity? How much better off would you be if everyone earned more, if everyone 

were free of poverty, if everyone contributed to and shared in the benefits of technological progress? 

 
 

There is no shortage of wealth, but working people have 

effectively no control over how it is distributed. All they can 

do is compete against each other for whatever is available, 

while those at the top use every means at their disposal to 

maintain and grow their fortunes. 

 
So long as those at the top seek to maximize profits at the 

expense of wages, keeping labor cheap, they impede 

technological and social progress. They only introduce labor 

saving technology when it is cheaper than the human 

alternative, and they do all they can to keep labor as cheap 

and servile as possible. 

 
Working people make this world run, but we do not decide 

how it is run. We do not enjoy the full fruits of our own labor. 

We can change that, if we decide to do so, and organize. 

 

Working people unite! Join the Socialist Party! Together, we can free the world! 
 

Socialist Party USA 
www.SocialistParty-USA.org 


