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Socialist Party Holds Successful 

2017 Convention in New York City 
 

 
 

The Socialist Party held a successful convention October 
20-22nd in New York City. 

 

The weekend saw changes to the Party’s principles and 
constitution and the election of new National Committee. 
The Party also drafted a Plan of Action for 2017-2019. 
With almost 100 in attendance, this was one of our largest 
conventions in the last decade.  

 

As we look forward to the next two years, we envision a 
growing and active Party and invite you to join us as we 
organize for democratic socialism. 

 

Post-Convention Greetings from the SPUSA 

National Co-Chairs 
 

Jennifer Rampollo, National Co-Chair 
 

My name is Jennifer Rampollo and I am excited to serve as 
Co-Chair on the National Committee.  I live in North Florida 
with my wife and son, and have been a member of the 
Socialist Party, USA since 2016.  Locally, I am involved with 
my Unitarian Universalist church and being bipolar myself, I 
have the opportunity to give peer support to many comrades 
and local youth. Previously, my work has focused on the care 
of individuals living with Alzheimer’s and dementia.  It is that 
experience which gave me the confidence to know that I 
possess the technical and emotional skills to be an effective 
and empathetic leader. 
 

 

 
                                                      

 

It is my priority to ensure that all comrades recognize that we 
are here to serve them.  It is my personal promise to truly 
listen, consider the implications of decisions, consult those 
who have specific knowledge and/or experience, and act in a 
way to represent the best interests of the Party and its 
membership.  To allow for this, the National Committee 
passed my motion to double the frequency of meetings to 
move on issues and discussions of importance to our 
members more rapidly than in the past. 
 

We are a growing party and finding opportunities for at-large 
members to get more involved is something about which I 
also feel passionately.  Though we have recently seen 
tremendous development of our local organizations, 
harnessing the enthusiasm among our at-large members will 
propel the SPUSA toward a new and exciting level of 
strength.  We will be able to focus on organizing in 
communities where the SPUSA is a relatively new entity.   
  
America stands at a turning point and the majority of 
Millennials, now the country’s largest generation, reject 
capitalism. Countless American socialists have dreamed of 
having this sort of opportunity and I intend to help us make 
the most of it by utilizing our strengths in Base-Building, 
Communications, Direct Action, and Education as well as 
Building Coalitions and Alliances.  We have the ability to fulfill 
our collective vision of SPUSA being the mass Socialist Party. 
Together, we are going to take the Socialist Party USA into 
new and exciting territory.   
  
We are stronger together.  We are better together. 
Solidarity, always! 
 

Pat Noble, National Co-Chair 
  

It is a privilege to be returned as a National Co-Chair of the 
Socialist Party for a second term. 
 
We are coming off an incredibly successful National 
Convention in which many resolutions were debated and 
passed that will positively impact the growth, activity, and 
health of our Party. The seriousness that convention 
delegates showed in conducting the work of a convention will 
carry this Party forward in the two years ahead. 
 

On the logistics end, significant credit and thanks are due to 
our National Secretary, Greg Pason, as well as the New 
York City local and AJ Muste Institute for hosting the 
convention. 
  

Along with resolutions and directives, the National Con-
vention elected a stellar leadership for the 2017-2019 term. 
 

continued on next page 
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Statement on the FBI report targeting "Black 

Identity Extremists" 
 

 passed by the SPUSA NAC October 2017 
 

In a report dated August 3, 2017, the FBI put forth a new 
designation for contemporary Black activism: "Black Identity 
Extremists." The report, titled "Black Identity Extremists Likely 
Motivated to Target Law Enforcement Officers," creates a 
case for investigating "ideologically motivated" black activists 
on the grounds that they are likely to commit acts of domestic 
terrorism. As activists organize to fight police brutality, white 
supremacy, and systemic racism, this racist and disruptive 
designation justifies further punitive action against Black 
activists. Furthermore, it solidifies and expands the 
disciplinary power of the state against its citizens. 
  

By utilizing the term "Black Identity Extremists," the FBI 
identifies black activism as a threat on par with or superseding 
that of white supremacist extremism as a domestic terrorist 
threat. This language and its implications ignore the history of 
violence against Black people in the United States by white 
nationalists and racist identity groups like the KKK, as well as 
present day demonstrations and uprisings by white 
supremacists. 
  

The SPUSA condemns FBI surveillance of activists and its 
long and violent history of oppressing Black liberation work. 
SPUSA demands that FBI director Christopher Ray withdraw 
the BIE designation and make a commitment not to train 
officers in anything related to it. The targeting of Black 
organizations who are working to address the vicious 
injustices committed by the capitalist white supremacist state 
against Black people is shameful and all too typical. 
  

We stand with Black-led organizing, and with people who are 
doing the necessary work to remedy and eliminate the harm 
inflicted on Black people by the US government and its racist, 
imperialist policies, within and outside of its borders. We 
believe that until all segments of our society are free, none of 
us are free or safe. The targeting of Black organizations today 
will open the door to the same treatment of all workers for 
social justice in the future. We stand together. 

 

 

I am excited to begin working with our new Co-Chair, Jennifer 
Rampollo, as well as our new Vice Chairs, Jamie Keesling and 
Adam Powell. The new National Committee is a bastion of 
talent and dedication that will take the Socialist Party in a very 
positive direction. Congratulations to everyone that was 
elected and thank you to everyone, elected and not, who 
signaled their willingness to serve the Party, its membership, 
and the socialist principles that unite us. 
  
Onwards! 
 
Co-Chairs: Pat Noble and Jennifer Rampollo 
Co Vice-Chairs: Jamie Kessling and Adam Powell 

 

Post-Convention Greeting continued… 

Alternates 
Nelson Jancaterino 
Brock Barber 
Joe Starosielec 
Matthew Blasy 
David Keil 
Arianna Norris-Landry 
Benjamin Blumberg 
Matt Erard 
AJ Segneri 
Kerry Koerbling 

 

National Committee 
Ed Finucane 
Erica Johnson 
Tana Forrester 
Jamie Rhodes 
Jacquis Robertson 
Greg Pason 
Stephanie Cholenski 
Anne Wallace 
Holly Carpenter 
Stephanie Gussin 
Reid Kotlas 
Amanda Riggle 
Christopher DiLoreto 
Eliana Davis 
Laura Saylor 
Gregory Merritt 

 


